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AN 


ADMONITION 


TO A 


DEIST 


51K, 


Have juſt Cauſe even as a Chriſtian, 
but much more as a Church-man, to ex- 
preſs my Reſentments againſt _ 
in Dore Thong 
the of God and his 
th inte} 6s Soul ; Rewards and Pu. 
niſhments in another World ; particularly, a 
gainſt the Certainty and Eternity of Hell-Tar- 
ments ; were doubtleſs to be rej with 


the higheſt [ndignation. . And I am fo fac 

——— lelf, as of an 
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An Admonition 


[ will not exaſperate by a minute repe- 
tition of your extravagant Expreſſions(for 
indeed they are not fit to be repeated) but 
ſhall in Charity to your ſelf , and others 
of your Complexion , deſire you briefly 
to conſider theſe two Things ; 

I. The Radeneſs ; 11. The Danger of ſuch 
Diſcourſes. IF 

From the former of theſe Topicks, let 
me adyiſe you to polliſh your Converlati- 
ons atfd to behave your ſelf, atleaſt as a 
Gentlemen, if 'not as 4 Chriſtian. For pra 
conſider ; How ungentile it is, to diſtur 
innocent mirth,and ingeniousSociety with 
ſuch exaſperating Digreffions. 3.6 

"Tis, you know, 'an ynfortunate mi- 
ſtake to affront any Perſon in the preſence 
of his Friend ; and upon ſuch intimation 
given (even out of reſpe& to the Compa- 
ny) the moſt inveterate malice is uſually 
flenc'd. 


You will likewiſe acknowledg ; That 


he muſt needs be -a man of, a very, col a 


Conftitution,; who can'fictante arid” ut 
cern'd \ whilft his'Prifite,; Nis Parext, 
Patron and BenefaFor ſhall be zeviled and 
aſperſed. | Moolh 
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To's Deſt. 1 

If the King ſhall be Libelled 2nd reproa- 
ched ; his Perſon ridiculed ; his Title dilpu- 
ted 3 his Government traduced as tyrannical 
and unjuſt : An honeft, Loyal Subject will 
not barely reprove ſuch a railing Shimet , 
with a Curſe not the Lords Anointed ; but ac- 
cording to his Allegiance, he wilt bring 
the Rebel to-a ſharper Accoune, 

A 'Dutiful Child will, beyond all Pari- 
ence, be provoked ; to hear his Father trea- 
ted a&'a Villain and a Raſcal. - And a faith- 
ful Servent\, on ſuch occaſion , will e- 
qually be moyed for the Creditof his Ma- 
ſter. 

Now is God only friendleſs? Is no man 
think.you concern'd, for the Honour and” 
Glory of ſo-great a Majelty ? When blaſ- 
phemous Mouths ſhall revile his Natare ; 
Barltſque'bis Laws ; Deſpiſe bis Promiſes; Con-' 
timn his Threatnings ; Laugh at bis Terrors ;' 
Do you think ſuch Enlargment as this,can 
be wellcome or accepted in any Chriſtian 
Society ?'If (you fancy thar ir will, lerme. 
then convince you of your miſtake, whilft 
[ thus briefly inform you, what apprehen- 
ſions we Chriſtians have of Almighty God. 
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We do believe ; Fnoms one Su- 
preme Being, not only infinitely Great and 
Powerful, but alſo infinicely Good, Benign 
and Gracigus. That as He made allThings 
by his Power, ſo He governs them by his 
Providence. That He hath a more peculi- 
ar regard to his Creature Man, whom He 
hath endow'd with Perfeftions beyond 0- 
ther Beings. That He hath not only pre- 
vided all ſuitable Accommodations for this 
Life (in which we continually depend on 
His care and bounty) but alſo hath made 
us capable of a better. That when we 
Die, we do not periſh as the Brutes, but 
have Souls immortal , which ſhall never 
ceaſe to be. That He hath provided a 
Happineſs for theſe Souls (yea and our Bos 
dies alſo, which ſhall riſe again and be U- 
nited to them) inhaitely beyond our pre» 
fent apprehenſions. That unſpeakable 
joys are prepared for thoſe that love God , 
i. e. that are obedient to his Commands. 
As for thoſe who ſhall finally reje&t his 
Precepts , and _ follow their own 
brutiſh Inclinations, there is a {ad Eterni- 
ty that expects them in the other world. 


But 


e 
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But our comfort is, God made usto be 
happy ; and if we are not ſo,it is certain- 
ly our own Faults. | For he ſhews us qur 
Danger, 'and inftuuRs us howto avoid it. 
He expoſtulates with us, why we will Dye and 
he ? and we may be confident, ſince 
is Truth it ſelf, he is very ſyncere in 
thoſe Expoſtulations. And as the higheſt 
evidence of all this, He ſent his Son into 
the World,not only to inſtruct us, and to 
be anex«mple of Holy Life , bur alfo to 
Dye for us , and to reconcile us to himſelf. 
Now, he that ſpared not his own Son, but de- 
livered bim up for us all , bow ſhall be not with 
him alſo freely give us all Things ? 
In Sum. God is the moſt Indulgent Fa- 
ther , the moſt bountiful Benefafor, and the 


ſureſt Friend. He hath promiſed ( and he is - 


able ro do it) to detend us in all Dangers ; 
to relieve us in all our Wants , to direct us 
in all our Doubts. Finally, He will guide us 
by bis Counſel here : and it we follow his 
Conduct, will at laſt bring us to bis Glory. 
Such Apprehenſions as theſe all good 
Chriſtians have of God.From whence, pray, 
do you judge, how unpleaſant it muſt be 
to Perſons thus perſwaded,to hear ſuch an 
LEE excellent 
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excellent Being deſpiſed, fo great a Ma- 
jeſty prophaned, and luch infinxe Goodneſs 
abuſed. MOON 
_ therefore ſince men are-impatient 
to hear that contemn'd , which they value 
and admire;or to be told that is falſe,which 
they firmly believe ro be true; Donor 
wrn Converſation into Brawls and Quar- 
rels. Atleaſt be ſo modeſt,as not to affront 
the common Senſe of Mankind. Bur if 
youwill noe worſhip God your felf, yet ar 
leaſt be ſo civil as not to-laughatrthole that 
ſhall. ; 
And that I may convince you, what lit- 
tle Cauſe there is to be-ſo pleaſantion frch 
occafions{ :nuft deſtreyou further to con- 
{ider,not only the Rudeneſs, but allo -' 
II. The Danger of fuch Diſcourſes. - 
And here I may Ttationally \uppole+ 
You have naturally ſo mnch'Tove for 
your ſelf , that you dread the Thoughts 
of being eternally miſerable. And Iappeal 
to your. own experience , if the ſerious 
apprehenſion even of the pofſibiliey of 
{uch Torments, like Belſhazzar's Hand up» 
on the Wall , hath notloofned your Joynts;, 
perplext your Thoughts, and dampr your 
Pleaſures ? And 


E "Ow d 


Aa. 


"4 

1.410. we 
" And therefare, ſince a miſtake in this 
matter is like to prove [o fatal, yau ought 
to be. well afſyred what you da, and upon 
what grounds yo do proceed. 

For it is not ſufficient ſecurity in this caſe 
to affirm 3 Perhaps there is no Life after this ; 
and *tis probable there is na account to be given 
in another world ; And you are nat able to under- 
Rand, how there ſhould be ſuch « Hell, ſuch a 
place of Torments , &c. I (ay, this is not 
ſufficient, - But if uy will proceed with 


Reaſon, you muſt then further demon- 
ſtrate ; That it is plainly impoſſible, and 
a flat contradiQtion that luch things ſhould 
be. Unleſs therefore you can prove this 
Propoſition: It is impoſſible there ſheuld be any 
uture account : Any Torments in aftther World, 
ou do not a&t upon prudential Grounds, 
nor ſhew yourſelf Maſter of ſuch exalted 


Reaſon, as you commonly pretend to. 


"Tis a known Rule , which all wiſe 
Men will obſerve, Provide :for the worſt. 
And therefore, though it ſhould 
granted to be highly improbable; or (as you 
are pleas'd to Phraſe it) a very unlikely mat- 
ter, that there ſhould be a Hell, or a State 
of ſuch diſmal Torments, yer unleſs you 

can 
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can further prove that it is utterly impoſſi+ 
ble; you are obliged in prudence wt Por. 
forthe worſt. Evento amend your life, 
and reform thoſe pradtices which, if there 
be a Hell, will moſt certainly bring you 
thither. 

I muſt confeſs you have a very difficule 
task, whilſt you artempt to prove a Ne- 
gative, Butif you will be trying of your 
$kill, Ile ſhew you the method in which 
you muſt proceed, 

Whoever ſhall undertake ſo extrava- 

nt a deſign as to prove there is no Hell, 
Fe muſt Fir$ conſider thoſe Grounds and 
Reaſons, upon which all good Chriſtians 
do believe eh and he muſt then ſhew ops 
Grounds to be impoſſible, and to imply a 
Contradidfion . para he trifles and bs 
ceives his own Soul. 

Now if any one ſhould ack me, Why 

I do believe a Hell ? Did I ever ſee any of 
that Infernal Region ? Did [ ever converſe 
with- thoſe damned Spirits ? Did they e- 
ver tell me there is ſuch a diſmal Place ? 1 
Anſwer, No, But I therefore believe it, 
becauſe God, who is infallibly True, hath 
plainly declared it. If it further ſhall be 

Demanded : 
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Demanded ; How am I aſſured, Thar 
God hath thus Declared ? h 

I anſwer , Becauſe the Holy Scriptures 
which contain/ the mind of God, and in 
which the fureſt Notices of another World 
are to be found 3 I ſay Theſe Scriptures do 
in plain Terms inform me, That there is 
ſuch a Hell, Thereforel1 believe it. 

And conſequently 3 whoever will pre. 
tend to prove it impoſſible 3 That there is 
ſuch a State of Eternal Torments, He muſt 
make good theſc following Propofitions. 

iſt, That it is impoſſible that Almighty God 
ſhould reveal bis Will to Mankind. Or elſe, 
2dly. If the poſſibility of ſuch Revelati- 
on ſhall be granted : He muſt then prove, 
That it is impoſſible, That theſe Books which we 
call the Scriptures cont am this Revelation 
of the Di-vine Will. Or 

3dly. If both the former ſhall be ac- 
knowledg'd ; He mnſt then prove it im- 
poſlible, That ſuch a Dottrine concerning the 
Eternity of. Hell-Torments , ſhould be revealed 
in Scripture. Or elle, $7. 

athly, He muſt make it appear , That 
what God hath thus revealed , cannot poſſibly be 
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As to the Fir ſt 3 


Divine Revelation is fo far from being impoſ- 
fuble, that it bath the higheſt probabilities to ſup- 


t it, 

You have already granted , There is-# 
mn And 1 am ſure, upon confiderari. 

, you will further grant ; That God is 
a —_— irceHeCtual Being 5 a free Agent , 
having Liberty of os, to derexmine his. 
own A&ions./ - And confequentby, whas 
fhould then hinder , but that fuch a God 
may Communicate his A and i inren- 
tions to Mankind 4 73; 171 - 

Men you know do ediforer; z 
not only what they reſolve at rms but 
alſo 7 ag rchenhions de futwro , what 
they purpole to perform bereafter. And 
this __ is acknowledg'd a great paſs 
ction in humane Nature , fuch as other 
Creatures are not capable of. Why then 
will you deny that capacity. to\fo excel- 
lent a Being as an infinite God, 'which 
yet you will grant to: a limited and finite 


Creature ? 


And 


And this expoſtulation will appear the 
more rational-, whets.I have further told 
you ; That if you do deny the poſſibility 
of Divine RevHarioh, you have then! the 
Saffrage of all the world againſt you, All 
Nations and all Religions, Jewiſh, Hea- 
then, Mabnmetan as well as Chriſtian, doac 
I ePeſ! ie; © 

If you cart donbt of 6 tay 2 
Truth, ' (ay Tally in kis Books de Divinatio- 


ne; may theft convince you, His Autho- :. pas 


ty? ſhall not: vrge (for the Authority of 


God hirnſalf is ; by you) bur ir is 1565 Fo 


his Reafor only I defire you _ obſerve. 

$i fit Dit, neque ante decldrant' hominubus 
que frtura fri + Aut non diligunt bomints - Aut 
quid erventurum ſit ignorant : Aut exi 
nihil intereſſe x ſeire quid futuram 
Art non c e ſue MajeStatis 
drop ny ily Ser 


1 qut- 


nos :* Sunt enim - 
meerth Neue 
ſtituta 89+ de | 
intereſt ſcire es, paid 
nim cautiqres ſt ſciemus : Neque ber fans 
cnt Mapeſtate frea* N#4A eſt enim beneficentia 


preftantins; 
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freſtantins > Neque non 'poſſunt futura prnoſ- 
ere; now igitur <a ſe Dii ec ſic 
MAYA . | | 
Y Thus that excellent Philoſopher argues, 
in the Perſon of a Staick. © The ſence of 
whoſe words, I ſhall chus faithfully give 
you.in this following Paapbrefe 44 

It there be a God, and yet this God doth 
not reveal his Will ro Mankind - If he 
hath made no diſcovery of a future State ; 
nor giver us any notice of Rewaxds..and 
Pumſhments in'anether World.; Thenſome 
of theſe tollowing particulars muſt be aſ- 
ſerted by us, © Either: 1/t. That God hath 
no Love nor Concern for Mankind ; or elſe 
2dly, That God himſelf is ignorant of fu- 
ture Events; Or 3dly. That God appre- 
hendsit will be of no advantage to us, to 
know what may poſſibly betall us ; Or 
elle 4thly. That it is a Diminution of' his 
State and Majeity , to Communicate his 
knowledge to Mankind : Or elſe. Laſtly ; 
If there be a future State , then that God 
himſelf is not ableto declareit.' .. ,. - 

But none of theſe Things can be affir- 


med. 


' Notthe Firſt; For God truly loves us, - 


and 


> »,, il een ir gheuen ct”  -.-—. A. Aa Ae 
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and is very indulgent and beneficial co 
Mankind. Nor 2dly. Can God be igno« 
rant of furure Events , becauſe they are 
Appointed and Determined by him. | Nor 
zdly. Can it be pretended , that the noti» 
ces of a future State will be of no advan- 
rage to us: Since this very apprehenſion 
that we muſt render an account of all 
our Actions , will make us more Cauti- 
ous; not to live at random ; bur to rake 
heed what we do. And therefore 4thly. 
Ic is far from being repugnant to the Ma- 
jelly of God to reveal his Intentions; ſince 


n is more generous then bounty and 


doing good, 

"= Laſtly, God is ſo far from being 
unable to declare future Events ; that he 
could not be God unleſs he did foreknow 
them. 

From. theſe Premiſes , I may very ſui- 
tably conclude with the ſame, TULLY. 
Sunt autem Dii, ſrgnificant ergo, There is 4 
God ; [Therefore He hath revealed his will 
to Mankind. | 

The Poſſibility of Divine Revelation, 
in Theſe , being thus eſtabliſhed ; ler us 
next examine, im Hypotheſi, by what Me- 


aywens you can pretend to evince. Se- 
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Secondly 5 That 'ir is impoffible ; That 
theſe Books Te call the Scriptures, ſhould contam 
this Revelation of the Divine Will,  'Or,” Thar 
the Doctrines. therein ex thaald 
proceed from God 3 ſhould be diftated by 
his Spirit 3 or Publiſhed by his Com- 
mand. 

Now there are bus two ways, whe 
the proof of ſuch Impoſſibility can be at- 
tempted. Either 15. It muſt appear , 
That the Contents of this Book are-un- 
worchy-of ſuch an excellent Authors and 
that the matters therein contained, are in- 
conſiſtent with that due notion of God , 
which even natural Reaſon doth (uy eft ; 
or elſe, 2dly. That the Penmen o theſe 
Scriptures , were perſons of fuch ſlender 
Reputation 3 that we have no reaſon to 
believe them, though they tell us expref: 
ly they received this Book from God. 

As to the former of theſe pretences ; 
Tolle, Lege. Take this Divine Book in- 
ro your' hand, but doit »wirhout prejus 
dice. Readlit with the ſame indifference, 
you would peruſe any other Author, and 
then refolrs nh me. What found e (either 
-Fdiftorical ar\Dotivinat) can you - = 
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Sacred Volume , which doth in the leaft 
contradit; either the Holineſs, Wiſdom, 


' Goodneſs, Juſtice, Truth, or any other of the 


DivineAttributes?lf you afhrm,that there is 
ſome ſuch Paſſage, and that there are ſuch 
contradiftions, when you have firſt produ- 
ced them,arid told us what they are, ſhall 
then, chrough divine Afſiſtance,endeayour 
your SatisfaQtion. | 

As to the 24.'viz. The credit of the Pen- 
men : The utmoſt that can be urged againſt 
their Authority's this, That there being ma- 
ny Cheats and Impoſtors in the World , 
*tis the Character of true Wiſdom, not to 
be over-credulous. And therefore though 
we read exprelly in the Bible, All Scripture 
is given by inſpiration of God : And Holy men of 
God ſpake,as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt: 
Yecthis (faith the Dei) is but the Teſti- 
mony of men ini their own Cauſe; who 
are indeed to be admitted as very faithful 
Witnefles , if we may believe themſelves 
and muſt take their own Words. 

For the true State of the matter, accord- 
ing to his Sence, is this. The Writers of 
theſe Books to ſupport their Credit, and to 
raiſe themſelves a Name (as Mahomet from 
| C his 
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his Pigeon , and Nume Pompilins from his 
Egeria) have counterfeited a Divine Com- 
miſſion , and delivered their Meſſage in the 
name of the Lord. To which malicious 
Suggeſtion , I ſhall return this brief, and, 
yet I hope, full Reply. 

T he higheſt Evidence of divine Authority, is 
the Concurrence of Divine Power, i.e. The ut- 
moſt aſlurance which can be given by any 
Perſon, that he As by a Divine Commil- 
ſion, and that the Meſlage he delivers was 
received from God : it isthe- working of 
ſuch Miracles , in confirmation of his Do- 
ctrine , as are beyond the Power of any 
natural Agent, 

Now Jeſus of Nazareth, the Author of 
the Chriſtian Faith , moſt expreſly aſſures 
us , that the Doctrines he deliver'd, were 

7.7.16. received from God. My Doftrine is not mine, 

12.49-50 but bis that ſent me , I bave not ſpoken of my 
ſelf, but the Father that ſent me, be gave me « 
Commandment what I ſhould jay, and what I 
ſhould ſpeak. Whatſorver I ſpeak therefore,  e- 
ven. as the-Father ſaid unto me, ſo I ſpeak. 

And becauſe it might ſeem unreafona» 
ble, to believe him, berem, upon his own 
word , he makes this plain Conceſſion, 1f 

[ 


I bear witneſs of my felf , my witneſs is nat true, Fo. 5-31 


i.e. If I only bear witneſs of my ſelf my witneſs 


is not effective,or convincingly true. There V- 32.33 


is another that beareth witneſs of me - Ve. ſent un- 4 
to John, and he bare witneſs uxto the Truth, But 1 
receicve not Teſtimony fromman, i. e. only from 
man. IT haroe greater witneſs than that of 
JOHN ; Fer the WORKS which the Father 
hath given me to finiſh the ſame WORKS that 
I do, bear Witneſs of me, that the Father hath 
ſent me. And when the Jews came round a» 
bout bim , and ſaid tnto bm, How long doſt 
thou make us to doubt ? If thou be the Chriſt , 
tell us plainly. JESUS anſwered them, Ttold 
you, aud ye believed not : The WORKS that 
I do in my Fathers Name, they bear Witneſs of 
me. 
What thefe Works are , the Ervangelifts 
have largely Recorded. Some of them 
are briefly repeated by our Lord hirmſelf, in 
his Anſwer to Johns Diſciples. ----The Blind 


ſee, the Lame walk, thh Deaf hear, the Dead 


are raiſed. By ſuch miraculous works 
as theſe, our Bleſſed Saviour doth juſti- 
he his Commiſhon, that he was the 
MESSIAS, #4. e. that he was that Perlon 
who was ſent from God ; to Publiſh , to 

, © x Purchaſe, 
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- - Purchaſe, to Effect the Salvation of Man- 
kind. 

Theſe were the Credentials of this Hea- 
venly Agent : The Divine Seal to his 
Commiſſtion , which made it Authentick. 
Which uglefſs he had produced, he could 
not rationally have challenged any accep- 
tance from the world. If Ido not te WORKS 
of my Father (i. e. V Vorks only imputable 
to Gods extraordinary Power) Believe me 
not, If I bad not done among them, the works 
which none other Man did, they (the incredu- 
lous Jews). had not had Sim : i. e. had not 
been culpable for unbelief. Intimat- 
ing plainly ; That it he had not confirm- 
ed his Do&trine with ſuch convincing Mi- 
racles;they were not to be blamed,though 
they did reject him as an Impoſtor 

But ſtill you will ſay; The Queſtion 
is de fatto ; How can I be aſlured that ſuch 
Miracles were really done by him ? Had 1 
lived in thoſe Days, - and ſeen any of his 
Miracles,' I ſhould then have known how 
tro have judged of them. But to tell me 
of things = 1600 Years ago, Is not 
much to the purpoſe. There hath been | 
Jugling; and Collufion in other Caſes , | 


and 
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and for ought I know there hath been in 
this. 

To ſatisfie which trifling Scruple, give 

e leave with ſome freedom thus to ex- 

Jef my ſelf. Thar it Men will curn 
perfect Scepticks ; and cauleleſly ſuſpect 
the truth of all ſuch Paſſages, as they did 
not actually /ee done with their own Eyes, 
or hear with their own Ears, they are not 
worthy of Conviction. And if this be 
your temper ,, we muſt then twyn you to 
Graſs, and there leave you. Burif there 
is ſuch a thing "as fides _ ; Or aty aſ- 
ſurance can be had of thoſe Tranſaftions , 
which are beyond and above our own 
Times 3 there may then be given as great 
evidence of theſe Miracles, as any matter 
of Fact is capable to admit. For the/e things 
were not done in a Corner , but plainly and o- 
penly , and in the fight of many VVir- 
neſles.,, and with ſuch remarkable circum- 
ſtances, as might beſt expole them to the 
ſtricteſt Examination. 

To omit many others, pray read the 
Stories of (a) lairus's Daughter, the (b), 
VVidows Son of Nain,; and of (c) La- Lute: 
2414s, The laſt of which (wix; "= _”"Y 
ha 
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had been Dead four days, and buried till 
he tank, and yet atthecall of Jeſus (al» 
though bound Hand andFoot with Grave- 
cloths) he came forth, all che Mulcitude 
beholding. 

This laſt Miracle was ſo eminently con- 
vincingz and did ſo ſtartle the Chief-Prieſts 
and Phariſees , that they called a Council ups 
on it, and (aids What do we? for this Man 
doth many Miracles. If welet him thus alone , 
att Men will believe on him. 

All this, faith the Deiſt, were evident- 
ly true, and muſt needs be granted, if we 
had not juſt cauſe to ſuſpect your Proofk. 
You tell us indeed that Jeſus did ſuch and 
ſuch Miracles; particularly that he raiſed 
the Dead. But pray who are they that 
report theſe Things ? were they not his 
own Diſciples and Followers ? And have 
we not great realon to ſuſpect, they might 
forge theſe Stories for the Credic of their 
Maſter ? 

In anſwer to which Cavil (becauſe 0b- 
jeftions are endleſs) we {hall put the mat- 
ter upon this ſhort Iſſue- 

Theſe Writers do tel] us, That Jeſus 
did not only raiſe others from the Dead 3 


but 
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but alſo that he raiſed himfelf. Yea fur- 
ther they acquaint us ; That b+fore he 
Died, he promiſed his Hpoſtles that he would 
riſe again ; And moreover gave this alſo 
as a Sign to all the People , whereby they 
ſhould know ; That bis Doftrine was true , 
and that he was ſent from God. If therefore 
I can evidently prove to you , That Jeſus 
of Nazareth did riſe again from the Dead, and 
conſequently ; That the Pen-men of the 
New-Teſtament did herein declare nothing 
but Truth; you will then have no reaſon 
to ſuſpe& their Fidelity in any other in- 
ſtance. 

Now in order to your Con-viftion(which 
is molt heartily pray'd for ) I muſt defire 
you to grant methis Poſtulatum, viz, 

That the Reſurreftion of Jeſus is matter of 
Fatt ; and ' conſequently can no otherwiſe be 
proved, then as matters of Fatt uſe to be. 

When we deſign to convince another 
that ſuch a thing was done , the ſureſt Evi- 
dence we can give him, is the Teſtimony of 
ſufficient credible Wirnefſes who ſaw it 
done. And he who is not ſatisfied with 
ſuch a Proof, we look upon him as a Per- 
fon notfit'ro be difcours'd with. 

"NEE Now 
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Now there was never any matter of 
Fatt better or more ſtrongly atteſted, then 
the truth of this Afertion ; That Jeſus 
roſe from the Dead. And that ; whether 
we conſider the Nature of the thing to be 
atteſted ; or the Number and Quality of the 
Witneſſes atteſting. 

Firſt; The thing to be atteſted was of 
thar Nature, that it might be fully percei- 
ved by thoſe who ſaw it, i. e. it was an 
Objeft fit and proper to be judged of- by 
their Senſes. 

As to the Death and Paſſion of Jeſus 
(the neceſſary Antecedents of his Reſurre- 
ction) they were -plain objects of (enſe : 
Done in the preſence of the whole City 
of Jeruſalem, and conſequently of his 
greateſt Adyerlaries. That he truly di- 
ed, all the world could teftifie. No Mans 
Death was ever more ſolemn or remark- 
able: Nor was this ever diſputed. -So 
that thus tar we are fixt and certain; That 
if Jeſus did riſe again 3 his Reſurrection 
was no jugling Trick, but a real Miracle.x _ 
_ Aﬀter his Reſurre#ion thoſe to whom he 
appeared were frightned at it, ſuppoſin 
him to be a Spirit, but he kulfcendy ak 


ures 
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ſures ther of the contrary by appedling 
$0-their Senlcs. Bebold ny hands: and my fiir, 7 2+ 
that it-is I wy (elf. FHandleme and jee3for 4 Spu- 
rit bath not Fleſb and Banes.;, ung tie anrdutte. 
9-4, (avshe: your ſelves, that is 1s Frhe ſame 
who was Dead, —— 
But 

Secondy, Nor: caly the Nature 6 he 
Thing one pond ee age 
competent ) 
_— » PIR roy ge} - 


yy pay 
to. make a _ ny Knrvlodge 
wy 4 3 No ddberengls ww bi 
"118 oO. co 
received ava fit Witneſs'in any matter,un- 


leGir do that he bad the 
FUnMy\. '& cup; infooms- himſelf at his the 
ruth of tha which be ds ro atteſt» 
Should any'Man Farers/per 
thing done, os ea «word poken 
yer '# {halt: 'be | depoſed, b 
Wiuncfles: as himſelf; thac 


Nan 
lame time Twenty Mikes Diftant; ſuch'&yi- 


dence, however confidently deliver'd, maſt 
needs be-falſezand ridicgtousc-l/ FX 


D But 
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Bur new the Diſciples of our Lord had 

- all: imaginable adyantages, ro know the 

eruch of whar they Wirnels, whillt they 
affirm; "That Jeſus is riſen, 

They were his © Followers and 

nts z and for the ſpace of. x Wears, 

were the daily obſervers ot his Conyer- 

ſation. And 'tis worthy: foo notice ; 


Thar when by the rc nr Tudes, they 


ane of their Num they were 
very 'carefnl co: chooſe ſuch'a one to fiic- 
ceed him, as had been a conſtant follow- 
'crof Jeſws, and had taken exaCt notice of 


As 1. 21- EVETY thing they wereto Witneſs: Where- 


fore * (ich Sc PETER) 0 FI theſe _—_ = 
harve companied 'with 4 , 

Lord Jeſus went in and out among 15 - 
ning from the Baptiſm of John unto oy 
day, ery i004 2X rater one be 
ordained to. be a WITT NESS WI us 
OF HIS RESURRECTION. 

Obſerve here how exact they' were'in 
their choice: They would adnur of none, 
but -one who bad been with them from 
firſt ro laſt, Thar could ſpake mo_—_ (as 
we:phraſe it)- vor by' bearfay only; but 
kis own knowledge. :[Thar-if. any _ 
ar C2 {hould 


ES... —xwWoÞae” | 


Ga - "+" 3 6 * 
hou mer no nn res ic. * a. Saeed AS 
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ſhould ask him : Did you your ſelf fee ? 
or did you your ſelf hear this which you 
do report ? Thar he might then traly an- 
ſwer that he did ; and that whar he Prea- 
ched was upon his own certain knows 
ledge. | | 

Now the Diſciples of our Lord were 
the conſtant Hearers of his Doftrine; and 
amongſt other Paſſages they heard him 
zee declare ; That he would riſe a- 
gain the third Day. Deſtroy this Ten 
and in three Days 1will raiſe it up. Big 
ſpake' of the Temple of his Body. And this 
expreſſion of riſing the third Day was ſo 
familiar and ſo x hs repeated ; that the 
Chief Priefts and Phariſees took notice of 
ie-ro Pilate, ſaying, Sir we remember that that cnday 
Deceiver ſaid while be was yet alive,after three © 
Days I will riſe again; © 

Moreover , the Diſciples and Follow- 
ers of our Lord were not only inſtrufted 
in his Life-time, that he would riſe again; 
but they likewiſe ſaw him after he was ri- 
ſen : Andthat in ſuch a manner, and with 
ſuch Circumſtances , as might moſt effe- 
ctually command their Belief. 


le, Fob, 2.16, 
21. 
be 


D 2 They 
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| ſaw him ; not only once or twice 
but ſeveral times. They /aw him; not. 
only. ſmgly and a part, . and in leſſer aums. 
bers; but all of chem, yea 500 of them 
at once ; and therefore though one or two 
might perhaps be miſtaken ; yer ſo great 
2 number :could not poſſibly be impoſed 


Eſpecially when we have conſider'd 
further; That they not only ſaw him, bur 
had like wiſe all other imaginable. Eviden- 
ces to:convince them. 

For when he had appeared to them, and 
diſcourſed with them ; which might alſo 
be done by a Spirit ; to give them a cer- 
tain proof that he was no Spirit. Han- 
dle me and ſee (i. e. obſerve and fatisfie your 
ſelves) For a Spirit hath not Fleſh and Bones 
as you ſee me harve. And leaſt might 
yet f{cruple ; that it was not the lame 7e- 
ſus that was crucified, but ſome other dead 
Body ; which being moved and actuated 
by an Angel, did take his ſhape and ap- 
pear in bis likeneſs : To remove. this 
doubt ; Behold (ſaith he) my Hands and my 
Feet, that it is 1 my ſelf. Thole Hands and 
Feet which were pierced with Nails, and 


faſtned 
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faſtned'to the'aecuried Tree. And if you 
will not believe your-Eyes (which, actot- 

ing to the yulgar notion ,' may have 4 
3 miſt caſt beforethem) then to ſarisfie your 
* ſelves further 3 take the proof and fatif- 
| faction of another of your ſenſes. Handle 
me and fee. And when St, Thomas Was & ch 25. 
little more diftruſtful then the reſt. Reach ©7 
hither thy Finger, and behold my Hands , and 
reach hither thy Hand, and thraſt it into my fide, 
and be not faithleſs but believing. 

Now recollect the forementioned Paſ- 
ſages, and then reſolve me 3 what could 
have been further either (av or done to 
convince them; that Jeſus was riſen ? They 
few him ; he diſcourſed with them ; did eat 
before them ; they touchrt him and handled 
him. And all-this variety of Converla- 
tion they had with him, not only once or 
twice, but for the ſpace of forty days toge- 
ther. 

7 The Preniſſes conſidered , you muſt 
7 needs grant ; That the Apoſtles were vety 
{ ſufficient VVitneſſes of our Bleſſed Savi- 
our's Reſurretion in reſpe& of their 
knowledge, i. e. They had all imaginable ad- 
vantages, to know the trath of that which they 
witneſſed and atteſted, But 2dly, 


| 


F 

20 , An Admouition 

2dly. Suppoling their Knowledge , and 
that they had ſufficient means of infor- 
mation ; yet whether were they Periogs 
of that Honeſty and Integrity as to be be- 
lieved ? Or was there not juſt 1calon to 
ſuſpect , that they might | 4 2h a talle- 
hood inſtead of Truth ? | 

And for this, let me deſire you to.con- | 
ſider that known Saying. Nemo gratis malus 
eſt. There is ſcarce any man ſo abſurd, as 
to be a Yillain for nothing ; or 1o imperti« | 
nently wicked, as to do miſchief for miſchiefs | 
ſake. VVhoever therefore ſhall pretume, 
publickly and folemnly to deliver a tale 
Teſtimony ; he muſt be ſuppol-4 to do it | 
upon ſome urging Caule. As, to raiſe himſelf 
# Name : Topleaſe a Party : To aivance bis © 
Fortunes : or To gratify a Revenge. J 

Now, All that is in the VVorld (ſaith St. © 
Jobn) is the Luſt of the fleſh, the luit of the | 
Eye, and the pride of Life. And whatever the 
Apoſtles could propoſe to themiclves, it / 
will be comprehended under one of theſe 
Three, Honours, Riches or Pleaſures. | 

1. As to Honour ; they could not expect | 
i ;ſince all kind of Dignities and Promo- 
tions were thenin the hands of Jews or Pa- * 

gans * 


_ WY) T 5, 2 


hs. nd 


_—_ 
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gans: from whom they received nothin 
but ignominy and reproach ; and by 
whom they were accounted the dung of the 
earth,and the Off-Scouring of the World. 

2. As to Riches ; inſtead of gaining an 
Eſtate , they were forced to part with all 
that they had, Either by a voluntary Re- 
ſignation to ſupply the wants of others (for 
at firſt,they had all things common) or elſe by 
the fraud and rapine of their Oppreſlors. 
They no ſooner came to one City, but they 
were perſecuted , and forc'd to fly unto 
another. Ard by this Ambulatory kind 
of life , without any fixt certain Being , 
they were ſo far from being able(had they 
otherwiſe deſigned it) to have tailed E- 
Fates and Fortunes ; that they lived upori 
the Alms and Charity of others. 

And then 3dly. V Vhat kind of Pleaſures 
they were to expect: as their Maſter did 
foretell, lo they themſelves did ſufficiently 
experience. In the World ye ſhall have Tri- 
bulation. They ſhall lay their Hands on you , 3;. 
and perſecute you , and ye ſhall be betrayed bot 
by Parents and Brethren , and Kmsfolks and 
Friends, and ſome of you ſhall they cauſe to be 
pat to Death , and ye ſhall be hated of alt Men 


or 


h Luke 21. 


3} Aw dawaniion 
Fob. 16. » for my Names Jake, yea tbe tune cameth, that 
whoſoever killeth you , will think that be dath 
God Service. 
St. Paul informs us, That God bad ſet | 
r C1:45- forth the Apoſtles as appointed wnto death, and 
expoſed them as Speftacles of {cora and 
obloquy to the Waxld. According to which 
it did in effe&t happen ta them.. Even to *' 
'"" this preſent hour , we both hunger and thirſt, aud * 
are naked, and are buffeted, and have no cert | 
dwelling place ; being reviled we bleſs ; being per» 
ſecured we ſuffer it ;, being defamed we intreat ; 
we are made as the filth of the world, and as the © 
Of-ſcourms of all things unto this day.In ſhoxtz, * 
If contumehes ang ,repraaches; if Racks 
and Priſons ; if Flames and Gubbets, with a- 
ther the moſt exquiſite tormeating Deaths, | 
if theſe be Pleaſures, then indeed the Apo- 
files and Followers of our Lord, who wit- | 
neſſcd his Reſurrection, had their ſhase of | 
Pleafures. * 

And now Sir, having ſeriouſly debated 
theſe Things, pray reſolve me; What Joi 
Cauſe can be afligned ? why Perſons of ſas 
ber rational Deportment(having the fame 
Principle of Selj-Pre/ervation with other 
men) ſhould, by publiſhing Chriths Reſux- 


rethion, 
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reftion, not only deprive themſelves of all 
comfortable enjoyments ; but alſo ſubmit 
to the greateſt Severities, and at laſt Death 
it ſelf ? I ſay, what cauſe can be aſſigned of | 
ſuch ſelf-denyal, if they had not the high- 
eſt Conviftions of the Truth of what they 
Publiſhed ? 

Bur yet further. If the Apoſtles of our 
Lord were ſuchCheats and Impoſtors, why 
were they not diſcovered and expoſed as 
ſuch 2 If the Refurrettion of JESUS was no 
better than a Legendary Story and a cunning- 
| lydeviſed Fable, why was it not then = 
ted ? The world at that time abounded 
with LearnedMen both Jews and Heathens; 
who wanted neitherWit nor Malice for ſuch 
3 an Undertaking, VVhy were not their 

$ Pens ſharpned as well as theirSwords ? The 
Reaſon is evident. There were then ſuch 
Authentick Records of theſe matters, as could LO 
$ not bediſputed. The (a) True A C T A Hit. Lib. 
7 PILATI? (to which (b) Juſtin Marty#, (5) \poi 
1 and(c) Tertullian ſo ſucceſsfully appealed) 75,75; . 
1 were then extant, And theſe were ſuch ir- 59-5 *c. 
refragable Proofs , that malice it ſelf was v. ues. 
—_ to hiſs againſt them. __ 
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There was indeed a very early,though 
ridiculous,attempt to ftifle this Truth. The 
chief Priefts. and Phariſees having heard” 
him lay, while he was yer alive, After three' 
days, I bil riſe again : They not only fea- 
led up the Sepulchre ; but alſo -procured a 
Guard of Souldiers to watch it ; that if a- 
ny report were made of his RelurreQtion, 
they might then effeftually diſprove ie by 
producing his Body , which for that end 
they had 'now gotinto their ownPolleflion: - 
But obſerve the malice of theſe "hers 53-hot! 


to be convinced ; no , not by a y Fray : 


For being told by the Vatch (with che- 
greateſt Conſternation) that wv wel Had? 
appeared ; that che Stine was rolled-rvvayy? 

and the Body was gone : They then wats 
theſe Souldiers to report ; That his Difci- 


ples came by Night and ſtole him away whilſt'#ey+ | 
ſlept. VVhar ! All ot thera flepe 3 No'So-. 


tinel to watch for the reſt ? - 
= was ſuch an extravagant USA: 
ier-like AMlegariotv; thar nedking |buurhe- 
nar) pews. x ow rams: yok noſed 


world. | 


From theſeF Me hepobi kal(dves: 


© © competently proved, 1, Thar it is very 


poſlible, 


+ As. « 
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polible,” That God fhonld Reveal bu Y/ill to 
Mankind. And 2dly. It is no leſs poſſible ; 
That thoſe Books we \call the Scriptures ſhould 
contain\ this Revelation of the Divine Y /1ll, 
And therefore zdly ; If (rhele Two Pro- 
poſitions being granted) You can ſtill be 
ſo extravagant as to afhrm ; The impoſſibi» 
lity of Eternal Torments ; You muſt then 
prove it IMPOSSIBLE ; That any ſuch Do» 
frine, concerning the Exiſtence or Eternity of 
Hell-Torments ſhould be rervealed in Scripture. 
Orelſe 4thly, you muſt prove ; That what 
God hath rervealed in Scriptare cannot poſſibly 
be true. 

As to this fourth Propoſition ; I ſhould 
bur trifle to expoſtulate ic with you. Truth 
being ſuch an Eſſential Attribute of God , 
that it never was diſputed. If therefore 
God hath made this Revelation ; there is 
a Hell, and the Torments of it are Eternal : 
VV ho art thou O -vainMan that diſputeit againſt 
God ? Let God be true , but every Man a 
Lyar. Andthenthe only Propoſition for 
me to confirm, and you to diſprove is this ; It 
is very poſſible, that the Holy Scriptures do 
reveal this Doctrine. For if this be impoſſible; 
pray then inform us, what is thetrue lence 
E 2 and 
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and meaning of theſe following V Vords } 
Wfa+®%, (a) The Angels which kept not os fuſt E- 
Rate, but left their own Habitation, be hath re- 
(b) aTheſ _ in everlaſting Chains under darkneſs, unto 
[-7:b.9- of the great Day. (b) When the 
JF ſhall be A om Heaven , with 
his rout Angels, in flaming Five, takin 
geance on them that know not God, and that dey 
wot the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : YYbo 
ſhall be puniſhed with Everlaſting deſtruttion, 
from the preſence of the Lord, and from the > 
on n ry of bis Pawer. (c) Marvel nat at this : 
$ hour 4s commng, in the which all that are in he 
Graves ſhall bear his Voice, and ſhall come forth, 


they that have done good, unto the Reſurrettion of 

Life, they that have done evil,unte theReſurre» © 
6) ak. Fien of Damnation. (d ) Then ſhall be ſay unto them 
*5-4'- on the left Hand, Depart from me, ye curſed, | 


into EverlaſtingFire,prepared for the Devil and | 
(e) Mank, bis Angels, (e) And theſe ſhall go into Everla- 
25-45. ſting puniſhment : But the Righteous into Life * 
03 06 . Ecernal. (f) A the end of the World, the An- 
(3-49.50 gels ſhall come forth , and ſever the wicked | 
_ the juſt ; and ſhall caſt them into a | 
Furnace of Fire; there ſhall j wailing and gnaſb- 
(g) Merk, Wy of Teeth. (g) you Hand offend thee, cut 
9-434 + it off 1t 4s better for thee to enter into life maimed, 


then 
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then having two Hands, to go into Hell, into 
| theFire that never fhall be quenched:Where their 
worm dieth not,end theFire is not quenched, 
(k) Be not afraid of them That kill the Bo- 
dy, and after that have no more that they cax do. 
But I will forewarn yau whom you ſhall fear: Fear 
him, which after be bath killed, hath Power to 
caſt into Hell ;, yea, I ſay unto you, fear him. 

And now Sir , having ſeriouſly peruſed 
thele places of Scripture, pray wr 4 2 me, 
Are not theſe following Dottrines as plain- 
ly therein delivered, as any words can ex- 
preſs them ? 

Firſt. That wicked Men are liable to a further 
Puniſhment aſter Death. Thoſe that kill the 
Body are not able to kill the Soul. Burt God 
is able to deſtroy both Body and Soul in 
HELL. 1. e. (as St. Luke interprets St, Ma:- 
thew) to caſt them into Hell. 

2dly.T bs puniſhment is very great and dread- 
ful. *Tis repreſented by Fire (the moſt 
{mart and pungent Torment) and by wail- 
ing and tag of Teeth , out. of anguiſh 
and defpai. 

3dly. Theſe Torments are Eternal. E- 
cverlaſting Puniſhments ; Everlaſting Fire : 
Never ſhall be quenched. Their worm dieth not- 
There 
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There are indeed ſome impertinent Cris 
ticiſms, urged by the Socinzans and others, 
to enerVate theſe 7exts. Bur what then? Was 
there ever any Truth ſo certain, which hath 
not been diſputed * 

But what if theſe Criticks are miſtaken ? 
What if wiſer Men then they have thought 
otherwiſe ? Pray then do not hazard an 
Eternal Concern upon {ſuch Niceties. 

I did once think to have expoſtulated 
theſe Things largely with you : And to 
have done it mw all che warmth and vi- 
gour, that the Concern for a precious im- 
mortal Soul could diate, Burl muſt re- 
member to whom I write. For unleſs your 
Judgment is reQihed , the belt things I can 
ſay, will be but matter for your ſport. If 
the words of God ſhall ſtill be Burleſqued, 
and Ridiculed by you ; I haye no reaſon to 
expect any greatReverence ſhould be ſhew- 
ed to mine. But I hope better things, and 
things that Accompany Salvation, though 


I thus ſpeak. 


God = that you may in this gw Day, conſe- 


der the Things that belong to your 
be hid from your Eyes. 


FINIS. 
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A Catalogue of Books, Printed for, and 
Sold by, Robert Clavel, at the Peacock 
in St. Pauls-Church -yard. 


HE «d Apology, or a# Anſwer to the Re- 
bels Pe illiam A ED D. Chap- 
lain to His Grace the Duke of Ormond. 
A Catalogue of the _— of Englend,accord- 
to their reſpetive precedencies,as it was pre- 
ed to his Majeſty by John — 
Windſor Herald , Deputy to Sir Willians 
t Garter, Principle King of Arms, on —_— 
years-day, 1684. Annoque regni Regis Caroli Se- 
eundi , &c. XXXVI To which is added, The 
Blezon of their Paternal Coats of _ y 
and a Lift of the preſent Biſhop s. by the 
Allowance of the Earl Marſba/ of FEnlnd i 
A Sermon Preached before the King, on the 30th. 
lor » 1684. Being the Faſt be the 


wy refine unanimiter rc kt uffragart, Gar at 
Onitatis cum Veritat 
Decano SaricburienſiCharitatis &+ Pacis ſt 
amicabiliter concinnatum ſecunde buic Editions = 
ceſſerunt PemTidic auuTLEQ/, de perfeFi/ſumo Dei cults 
ad Normam Divinam exigendo. Printed for 
R. Davis in Oxford, and Robert Clavel in St. Pawls- 
Church-yard. 1 Zan 


